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A Cup of Warm Tea in Jesus’ Name
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When the Category 4 Storm Hurricane Harvey made landfall
along the south Texas coast on August 25 2017 it broke many
records of sorts.
According to
sources, two feet of
rain fell in the first
twenty four hours
and dumped a total
of 52 inches of rain
in the Houston area
creating a 1 in 1,000
years flooding event. The devastation it caused was massive.
At its peak, a third of Houston (population, 6.6 million) was
flooded, 203,000 homes damaged and 12,700 destroyed.
738,000 people registered for assistance with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and flooding caused
39,000 people out of their homes V.

and into shelters. Needless to say ' /
human suffering was great and "'

the needs overwhelming.

In the face of such calamity and
dire needs, our thoughts and pray-
ers turned to those affected, espe-
cially to our brothers and sisters
and seekers there in the churches, ©
and particularly in the Chinese
Baptist churches. We know that
whatever we do would simply be
just a drop in the bucket but help
we must.

We praise God that Christians in
the affected areas took the oppor-
tunity to share the love and care of Christ to the general pub-
lic by opening their homes and churches. This has caused
many who had not been to church for a while or ever, to give
the church another look. In fact, one of the very first respond-
ers to the relief efforts when Harvey hit was SEND Relief, an
agency of the North American Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention, our partner in ministry.
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We at the Chinese Baptist
Fellowship began looking at
ways about how we might be
of help and the kind of help
that we could render that
would be most meaningful |
within the context of the bib-
lical injunction to care for
those in need. Pastor Amos,
our Executive Director, who
had just come on board Sep-
tember 1 2017, made a trip
to Houston the end of Sep-
tember to see the situation .
first hand and to meet with pastors of the Chinese Baptist
Fellowship in Texas.

"Our church had already given Our thoughts
to another agency,... the were drawn to a
people came around this sec- collection  that
ond time and gave a sizeable  \yas encouraged
amount of money to this!” by the apostle

Paul in the early
church when news got to the Gentile believers that there
was a famine in Judea and brothers and sisters there were
in need. Deep down in our hearts, we felt that we could
take a leaf from scripture and do the needful. It would a
great gesture of the love of God for our brothers and sis-
ters in Houston.

So, by mid October, we began our appeal to Chinese Bap-
tist churches in the US and Can-
ada to raise $30,000 for disaster
relief with the intention of giv-
ing all the affected families in

gift that would help them cele- §
brate Christmas. This was be-
cause we knew that these fami-
lies would still not be able to go |
back to their homes in six
months to a year. We praise =
God that He impressed upon K
the pastors, leaders and believ- &=
ers in the churches to not only
open their hearts but their wallets as well. One sister told
me, “Our church had already given to another agency at
the beginning of the disaster, and so | just put that appeal
from the CBF in our weekly bulletin for a week or two. It
was so astonishing, the people came around this second
time and gave a sizeable amount of money to this!” Praise
God! Together with what churches had given before we
began the formal appeal for funds, we received a total of
$28,117.00.




The leadership of the Chinese Baptist Fellowship in Texas
identified 39 families in all that were affected and who could
not spend Christmas in their
own homes, one of which
was a pastor. The funds
needed were channeled
through the Chinese Baptist
Church in Houston and dis-
tributed through the respec-
tive pastors and deacons of
those affected, in time for
Christmas. A pastor shared
with me: “Our funds for dis-
aster relief was almost de-
pleted. We thank God for
CBF in coming up with the
means to help our families in

: - time for Christmas.” A cup
of warm tea in the name of Jesus, indeed!

We praise God for the members of the churches who gave
sacrificially.

We praise God for the [
Chinese Baptist Church \
Houston and for their
Senior Pastor, Pastor Dan Bl
Ho, for his leadership and
that of his church in mak- |
ing this ministry of grace
possible.

We praise God for the
pastors and the leader-
ship of those in the Chinese Baptist Fellowship in Texas and
the partnership we have in this ministry of grace.

May God receive all the praise and glory!
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Our Reflection After Hurricane Harvey

Hurricane Harvey showed my family and | how unpre-
pared we were for this terrible disaster. After the hurri-
cane hit, we did not think to leave our house and away
from the storm. We had food, water, and power. It was
only when the flood wa-
ters were released from
the reservoirs did | real-
ize how much danger my
wife and two young sons
& were in. The flood waters
ol blocked the streets,
flooded our cars, and
- quickly rose 4 feet trap-

ping us in our house.
Ultimately, some brave neighbors were able to get a small
boat and canoe to rescue us.

Once the waters receded, we were faced with the difficult
task of salvaging our belongings, rebuilding our lives, and
the uncertainty of how to move on. However, God never
allowed us a chance to be discouraged. Nearly 40 mem-
bers of our church (Chinese Baptist Church - Houston)
quickly arrived to remediate the damage, clean up trash,
and shared belongings to help us move to a temporary
place to live. Even now, months after the hurricane, they
continue to provide for me and my family.

We have felt God's provision in so many ways through
this disaster. He met our immediate physical needs when
our neighbors saved us from being trapped. He continues
to sustain us, even months later, through the outpouring
of gifts and help. And, He continues to fulfill us through
the community of Christian brothers and sisters. While it
is clear we were unprepared for the hurricane, God was
completely prepared to show His love for us through the
fellowship of our church and friends. We are so grateful
for the help from CBF, our church CBC of Houston, and
our friends. We have peace and confidence to move on
knowing that all things happen with His purposes and are
under His control.

Jerome and Catherine Yen
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What’s New at our website: www.cbfusacanada.org
Prayer Link (Prayer points of CBF)

A Yokefellow’s Chronicle (Executive Director’s Blog)
Supporting Ministry (Ministry to Ministers and Wives)
Online Registration for the 20th Biennial Conference
FAQ about our 20th Biennial Conference

Check Them Out!
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