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“PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY”

The vocational ministry can be a lonely place. Ministers are
there for people as they tend to their physical, emotional
and spiritual needs 24/7 on top of everything else they have
to do. But where do they go when they needed help and
support. Moreover, Jesus warned and quoted Zechariah
13:7, “I will strike the shepherd and the sheep of the flock
will be scattered.” (Matthew 26:31) Ministers are constantly
under attack by the enemy and they need all the help they
can get to take care of their charge. They and their families
need a support system whereby God’s love and affirmation
of their calling can be expressed in tangible ways. The Chi-
nese Baptist Fellowship Fellowship of the US and Canada
seeks to be a servant of servants and of their families.

As an initial first step: (1) We are reaching out to the wives
of ministers, especially to those who are new to the ministry.
Our goal is to encourage and to affirm them in their role as
an indispensable partner in ministry with their minister hus-
bands; (2) We are also concerned about the mental health of
our ministers and are finding ways to help those in need.

We care and you can join us in caring too. Talk to us how we
may be of help and how you can help.
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MINISTRY TO WIVES OF MINISTERS

At our 19" Biennial Conference held in Vancouver Septem-
ber 2016, the Executive Committee E—

felt the need to establish a Pastoral 5
Care Ministry as part of the Sup-%
porting Ministry to ministers in the =2 -
Fellowship. Mrs. Kate Leong in P
Houston, TX. (wife of Rev. Peter f
Leong) and Mrs. Sarah Chiu in the &
San Francisco Bay Area (wife of
Rev. Abraham Chiu) were tasked to ini-
| l| tiate it. Due to the enormous scope of
il their responsibility, both of them strate-
gized that they would first focus on the
wives of ministers involved in the
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When the announcement was
made at the Chinese New Year
¥ Luncheon of Chinese Baptist
" A pastors in Southern California,

,)| February 2017, a retired min-
ister couple responded by a
g contribution to help fund the
work. This was a great encour-
agement to us! After the
event, it was felt that this ministry should be expanded to in-
clude the wives of serving and retired Baptist ministers as
well. As a result, all the events sponsored by the Ministry in-
cludes these latter two groups of people which adds to the
pool of wisdom from years of ministry experience for the
wives of younger ministers.

With support from Rev. Jack Yuen (Toronto, Canada), the Vice
President of CBF who has responsibility for the Supporting
Ministry, the Executive Committee established the “Ministry
to Wives of Ministers Fund”. Part of the seed money was then
used to print brochures to promote the ministry. (Thanks to
Mrs. Kate Leong for designing them!) Through the fund-raising
efforts of Mrs. Sarah Chiu among the believers, the ministry
received tremendous support and through the Church Plant-
ers Retreats and visits to the different regions, we were able
to be in touch with the wives of ministers and introduced
them to the Ministry.

Here is a chronology of events that promoted this Ministry the
past two years:

1). February 2017, Mrs. Kate Leong attended the Annual Pas-
tor Appreciation Dinner of the Northern California Chinese
Baptist Association and shared about the ministry. This was
our first outreach to pastors and churches.

2). April 2017, Mrs. Sarah Chiu gathered a group of pastors
and wives at a dinner in Washington State and shared about
the ministry.

3). July 2017, Mrs. Sarah Chiu
was in Vancouver, Canada and
met with four wives and a sister
minister there. It was a small
group but a good start.




4).
Planters Retreat and met with more than 10 of the wives of

October 2017, they were in Mississippi for the Church

church planters there. The sharing was good and the wives
felt encouraged.

5).
was held exclusively for wives
for the very first time. We
thank the Northern California
Chinese Baptist Association for
footing the entire bill for the
event. A total of 24 wives were
present. It was a very uplifting

December 2017, a High Tea B4%

experience and they decided that such an event should be
held every year.

6). January 2018, Mrs. Sarah Chiu paid a second visit to Van-

couver, Canada.

There are not many Chinese Baptist co-

workers in Vancouver but there were 10 pastors, wives and
co-workers who came for the gathering. The response was
better than our first visit. We hope to do better.

7).

May 2018, about 10 wives of ministers were at the Pio-

neer Camp in Texas for the Church Planters Retreat. Everyone
felt that they should come together more often to be in touch
and to encourage one another.

8).

July 2018, we were able to reach out to 39 wives of pas-

tors and 31 pastors, sharing with them about the Ministry to
Wives of Ministers at the Church Pastors Retreat in Texas.
The group gathered for lunch at a well known local restaurant
and had great time of fellowship with one another.

9). September 2018, our Executive Director was in Hawaii
for ministry. He reached out to the two pastors and wives
and one other co-worker serving there, had dinner togeth-
er and shared about the Ministry to Wives of Ministers.

On November 2-4, we will have another gathering of
wives at the Church Planters Retreat in Oklahoma. We
look forward to getting to know this precious group who
serve alongside their husband church planters.

With God’s help, let us continue to build the Ministry to
Wives of Ministers step by step, by:

1. Caring for the wives of ministers who are new to the
ministry and to the wives of church planters.

2. Networking with wives of ministers in different re-
gions so that they can get to know each other better and
mutually encourage one another.

3. Exploring new ways to develop the ministry in con-
text.

This is just the beginning. We hope that this ministry of
caring will be helpful to them. We want to thank the
Northern California Chinese Baptist Association for their
generous support for the Pastoral Care Ministry and the
Ministry to Wives of Ministers.

Let us know how we might be of help. Please contact Mrs.
Kate Leong (kate.k.leong@gmail.com) or Mrs. Sarah Chiu
(schiu4678@gmail.com).
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