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First Chinese Baptist Church Rancho
Rancho Cucamonga, California

We bring to you another story of a church plant which had
its first Worship Service, January 19 2019. In bringing to
you the process of how this church plant got started, we
hope that you will be encouraged to become a sponsoring,
supporting, or sending church as well.

God-led Church Planting  Julia Wong
Rancho First Chinese Baptist Church was officially organized
and held its inaugural Worship Service on January 19 2019.
The church is in the city of Rancho Cucamonga, a good 45
minute-drive east of Los Angeles where many Chinese im-
migrants have moved to in recent years. The sending
church had spent three years planning, praying and prepar-
ing for that day. | would like to share with you how God
was involved in the entire process.

The Vision of the Church - to Multiply Itself

The First Chinese Baptist Church San Gabriel, the mother
church, was itself a church plant. In 2009, the First Chinese
Baptist Church Los Angeles sent Minister Julia Wong and six
families to the San Gabriel Valley to plant it. In 2017, it be-
came an autonomous church with Rev. Joseph Chun as the
Senior Pastor. Right from the start, the Pastoral Team rec-
ognized the importance of church planting. Therefore, they
had hoped that when the church became more established,
they would want to plant a church themselves.

Waiting and Watching for God’s Clear Leading

From 2015 to 2016, God used various people on three occa-
sions to prompt Minister Julia, the Mission Pastor, about
the city of Rancho Cucamonga and the need of the Gospel
there. The Pastoral Team began to seek the Lord if that was
indeed the place God wanted us to plant a church there and
specifically praying for a church planter to lead that minis-
try. In October 2016, brother Jo Woo began his final year as
a Supervised Ministry student at the church. We invited
him to seriously consider if God wanted him to serve at the
Rancho Cucamonga church
plant after his graduation
from seminary. In April
2017, he responded in the
affirmative. Minister Julia
also received clear confir-
mation from the Lord to
< plant a church there.
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Prayer Meetings and Putting the Team Together

In May 2017, the church started a
monthly Prayer Meeting specifical-
ly for the church plant. In June,
brother Woo went for the Church
| Planter Assessment Interview con-
ducted by the North American Mis-
sion Board. In July, he graduated
from the seminary and moved his
entire family to Rancho Cucamon-
ga to begin his church planting
ministry. In November, the Ministry Team was formed with
Minister Julia as the Supervisor, brother Woo as the Assistant
Minister, and 6 brothers and sisters from the San Gabriel
church as the core members. The First Chinese Baptist Church
Los Angeles provided the prayer and financial support as the
church planting partner.

Evangelistic Meetings and Family Gatherings

Between November 2017 and |- i =
February 2018, we held three 'N
evangelistic events — Thanks- @
giving Dinner, Christmas Musi- ‘
cal and a Chinese New Year
Carnival. We praise God that
through these, we were able
to meet many people from
the community. In January 2018, we started our bimonthly
Family Gatherings in order to
follow up with the friends we
.« have come to know and to help
them to have a good founda-
tion in the faith. We thank God
that the number of people
attending our Family Gatherings
continued to increase.

Seeking a Place to Worship

Between April and September 2018, we began to look for a
place where we could have our Sunday Worship. We found a
Brethren Church that was
willing to rent to us. This
Anglo church had also rent-
ed out their facilities to an
organization that operated
a Chinese school on Satur-
days. The school had 150
students coming from many
parts of the city.




Recognizing this as an opportunity, we decided to have our
Worship on Saturdays and to hold it concurrently with the
Chinese School. This would allow us to reach out to the par-
ents and to include the school as part of our mission field.

The Church Organized and the Inaugural Worship

On January 19 2019, we held our Inaugural Worship. Rev.
Joseph Chun from the mother church preached the message;
Rev. Benny Wong from the grandmother church gave the
word of encouragement; Rev. Jimmy Davidson from NAMB
gave the benediction; and, more than 10 leaders from the
mother  church
rendered the spe-
cial music. All in
all, it was a very
meaningful wor-
ship service and P4
we all felt the (g’
presence of God A4
in our midst.

The Needs of the Harvest Field and Mobilizing the Workers

In recent years, there was a massive migration of Chinese
eastwards out of Los Angeles. Many of them had settled in
Rancho Cucamonga. Among them are believers looking for a
spiritual home but most of
them are not yet believers.
ol The harvest field is truly
great! Although the church
Jplant is a 45-minute drive
away, the entire mother
church is mobilized to sup-
port its ministry. It sends a
team of workers every week
to help until such time that
the work has sufficiently grown z i
and is able to stand on its own. y

May the Chinese church obey the
Great Commission to reach out to
more people and to plant more
churches. The Lord will be with us
in this and may God’s name be
glorified!

Minister Julia Wong is the Mission Pastor of the First Chinese Baptist
Church San Gabriel and the wife of Rev. Benny Wong, Senior Pastor of
the First Chinese Baptist Church Los Angeles and President of the Chi-
nese Baptist Fellowship of the US and Canada. She is also a member of
the Church Planting Team of the Chinese Baptist Fellowship.

Led by His Grace, | Followed Him by Faith

When the May 12 2008 Wenzhou China earthquake struck,
more than 80,000 people lost their lives. This unfortunate and
painful episode brought much soul searching for the entire
nation and for me personally, questioning — Is this all there is
to life? Am | just racing towards death in life? 80,000 people
died today! How many more days do | have left? ...

Jo Woo

The life witness of missionaries of the “foreign religion” on
college campuses at that time was an eye opener for me.
Amid suffering and pain, | saw in them a dazzling brilliance and
a peaceful demeanor. What made the difference in their
lives? Why do they always have a smile on their faces, to care
for others and to encourage one another...

When | awoke at dawn and amidst the snoring of my room-
mate, | read the Bible, Psychology, Philosophy ... why was it
whenever | read the Bible, even though | did not fully under-
stand what | had read and yet, the words gave me such peace,
wholeness and satisfaction? Love is good. Love is meaningful.
But where does love come from? God! Where are you? Is
there truly a God?

Yes! You are “the Way, the Truth and the Life” | want to
choose the right way. | want the truth that never changes. |
want a full and meaningful life. | could only find that in Jesus!

| received Jesus as my Savior and accepted Him as the Lord of
my life. | resolved to follow Him as He leads me. The “never a
loser” in me took this verse to heart: “You crown the year with
your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance.”
Psalms 65:11.

In 2015, my home church — First Chinese San Gabriel Valley —
began studying the book, “Experiencing God.” One important
principle we learned from it was that we have to know where
God is working and He invites us to work with Him. In 2016,
we noticed that quite a number from our church have moved
to Rancho Cucamonga, an area east of Los Angeles. The
church asked my wife and me to consider serving there as a
church planter. We accepted the challenge.

When we first arrived there in October 2016, the Anglo
churches we visited were supportive of us planting a Chinese
church in their community. But when we asked if we could
rent their facilities for a Christmas outreach event, they all
closed the door in our face! So much for the welcome!

Feeling despondent and discouraged, we continued to “prayer
walk” driving around with mixed emotions: On the one hand,
I was happy that | had done my part and now it’s time for God
to send someone else! On the other hand, | was sad. The
church had always advocated that we are to preach the Gos-
pel, to engage in missions, and to care for the lost but if | don’t
do it, who will take “to seek and to save the lost” seriously?

Starting with that simple prayer, we began to see evidences of
God’s amazing presence in provid-
ing a place to meet for very low
rent; an overflowing crowd of 50 to
the Christmas event; and, people
we met in the public places were
open to our caring and praying for
them. How else could | respond?
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