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Youth Summer Mission Project:
The Best Kept Secret of Chinese Baptists in
North America

The State of Arizona has the largest population of Native
Americans living inside the Reservations designated by the
U.S. Government, the nations within a nation. Among
these, less than 5% are Christians. There are not many
evangelical churches on the Reservations. There are even
fewer Native American pastors.

Twenty-seven years ago, in the sum- . %
mer of 1992, thirty-three missionaries 9
from the Mandarin Baptist Church of

Los Angeles, First Chinese Baptist i
Church of Phoenix and Tucson Chinese =Y 1
Baptist Church came together to start éz«
the first Youth Summer Mission Pro-
ject (affectionately called the YSMP) in
Whiteriver and Winslow. Their intent
was to share the love and Good News ~—_
of Jesus
Christ through conducting Va-
cation Bible Schools, Revival
' Services and Work Projects.
Since then, well over 5,000
missionaries from over thirty
churches have participated in
proclaiming the good news in
many locations throughout the Navajo, Apache and Tohono
O’odham Reservations. In 1994,
a Native American Mission Fund
was established to provide fi- g
nancial support to the gospel
work on the Reservations.

\
~

assist the local Native American
Baptist churches by working to-

"= first meet with the pastors to
¥ hear about the needs of the
churches and ministries. We then
tailor-make various activities for
each church site.
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Over the years, God has
used the YSMP as an in-
strument of His calling,
stirring the hearts of mis-
sionaries to commit them-
selves to the vocational
ministry. God continues to
call out YSMP participants
to proclaim the gospel in places beyond the Reservations,
and we look expectantly to how future participants will re-
spond to God’s calling on their lives. We know for sure that
everyone is called of God to use his or her giftedness in God'’s
1 Kingdom ministry.

Through the YSMP, we have estab-
lished wonderful relationships with
the Native American Baptist church-
es and their pastors. We have also
established and strengthened the
fellowship among many Chinese
Baptist churches in North America.

A record 296 missionaries from 17 churches participated in
our YSMP last year. This number surpassed the previous
year’s record of 270. We also saw
two churches that sent missionar-
ies for the first time. As in previ-
ous years, we worked with seven
Indian Baptist churches to bring
the Good News of Jesus Christ to
the Navajo, White Mountain _.:
Apache, and San Carlos Apache |
Indian Reservations. Our ministry
among them included Vacation
Bible Schools, Sports Camps,
Work Projects, Cooking Classes, &
and other creative outreach activ- |
ities. While the activities are var-
ied, the goal is singular: Partner-
ing with Native American Baptist
churches to proclaim the Good
News of Jesus Christ in word and in deed.

The YSMP this year will be held from July 5 through 13. Join
us in this opportunity for our high schoolers, college stu-
dents, young adults and not so young adults, to be involved
in missions and spend part of their summer impacting lives
by showing the love of God in tangible ways and sharing the
hope found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For more infor-
mation, please email azysmp@gmail.com or visit the Chinese
Baptist Fellowship website: www.cbfusacanada.org
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MY UP-CLOSE EXPERIENCE WITH YSMP
Ed Moy

YSMP is a great opportunity to bring hope and the Gospel to
the Native Americans. It is also an enriching experience for all
the people involved, from locals to missionaries to leaders.

| have been involved with YSMP since 2003 as a missionary
and a site director. As a young missionary | was blessed with
opportunities to be involved with VBS and Sports Camps. My
first year was at Wmslow and we held a day long sports
‘o e camp. We would spend the
day teaching kids how to play
. basketball, football, softball,

" and volleyball. During water
= breaks we would share bible
' stories and on the final day we
invited kids to accept Christ as their savior. | remember talk-
ing to a child and he wanted to accept Jesus so | took him
over to our leader and said
“He wants to accept Jesus”
and left the child with him. /
It was my first tlme sharlng |

what to do. The Ieader
talked with me later that day
and walked me through how to make sure the Gospel mes-
sage is clear to the child and pray the sinners prayer with the
child. It was at that point that | realized | personally could
help others accept Jesus as their savior and it wasn’t limited
to adults/leaders.

My next two years at Wins-

| VBS team. | was called on to
lead a lesson one of the days.
| had experience from being a
Sunday School teacher back
home so that helped, but
seeing how eager the kids wanted to spend time with us was
an entirely different experience. This carries on throughout
my many years at Chinle. The kids are always asking “When
are the Chinese people coming?” Many of the missionaries
have developed friendships [ 3
with the people of Chinle and |
kept in touch with them
throughout the year, encourag- %8
ing those that we are not near
physically but are near to our |
heart.

One of the biggest hur-
dles for young missionar-
ies is reaching out to
adults, people we nor-
mally are to respect and
follow. | have witnessed
countless high school and 2
college aged missionaries "~
that have visited families of their VBS students and be-
come friends with the entire family. Some of these fami-
lies were not Christians and needed the Gospel, some
were Christians and needed encouragement, but all

- needed the love of
Jesus. There are even
times where the local
families have encour-
aged our missionaries
and changed their
P lives as well. Some
missionaries will ex-
pand their service at their home church, some will take
up leadership in future YSMPs or in their college fellow-
ships, some will answer a calling to serve as longer short
term missionary or full time missionary elsewhere.

YSMP is more than
just youth doing a
week of  Sports|
Camps, VBS, or Work
Projects (such as:
clean up, weed re-
moval, painting, or S\ k
minor repairs). It is WOfSh’P inPhoenix y
an opportunity for youth, adults, and families to share
the Gospel, grow spiritually, and build lasting friendships.
Please see tinyurl.com/y4k9pgad for a video summarizing
our 2016 mission in Chinle. <

Ed Moy is a member of the Chinese Baptist
Church of NorthWest Suburbs in Rolling Mead-

ows, lllinois. &
A
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FAQs about Youth Summer Mission Project

Age of Participants: High School and up.

Chaperons/Leaders: Churches are required to have adult lead-
ers accompany their missionaries.

Transportation: Churches are responsible for their own trans-
portation to and from Phoenix and in-the-field transportation.
The airport to fly into is PHX.

Accommodation: On site and at church. Be prepared to rough
it out. Sleeping bags are required.

Cost: $75 per person and includes meals and accommodation
on site. Incidentals are extra.
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