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The Next Step:
Hattiesburg Chinese Christian Church
Rev. Dawson Zhang

The Hattiesburg Chinese Christian
Church was organized in early
2012. In the 7 years since, we had |
experienced God’s abundant grace
through the selfless support of our
mother church, the Hardy Street
Baptist Church. They allowed us to
use their chapel, kitchen, Sunday School rooms and the Pas-
tor’s Study for free.
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The Decision to Grow in Faith

Towards the end of 2016, the Deacons of our church agreed
that it was time for us to take the next step - to have our
own building. We believed it would help our congregation
to grow in faith as we learn how to trust God.

We considered three options: 1. Renovate an available den-
tal office into a place of worship; 2. Buy an existing church
facility; and 3. Buy a piece of land and the congregation will
work together in designing the lay out, sourcing the materi-
als and constructing the building. The church decided on
the third option.

We Needed Land

In early April 2017, Josh Moudy, a Deacon of Hardy Street
Baptist and whose mother is a realtor, shared with me that
there was a 1.5-acre plot on W
4™ Street, just north of the Tur-
tle Creek Mall, was listed with
the price of $55,000 which was
reasonable. However, the own-
er raised it to $75,000 the fol-
lowing day. We decided not to
proceed.

In that afternoon, Deacon Josh’s mom told me that Josh
noticed a plot of land was up for private sale on Oak Grove
Road. It was listed just that morning and the price was
$72,000 for 4 acres. It was a beautiful lot in a great location.
It was close to where most of our members live, and in close
proximity to the public school and the Lamar County Public
Library . It was a better location with a great price. The
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The timing was indeed a miracle. Praise God!

Our Challenges

But we faced two challenges. We had less than $50,000 in our
building fund. We needed another $30,000 in a month’s time
to buy the plot. (The church
had decided not to borrow
| from the bank to buy land but
would do so only to develop
*it.) We would still need the
¥ = county’s approval for the
change of use - from residen-
tial to commercial use.

| shared these two concerns with
the church, and asked them to |
pray fervently, to seek God’s will

in the building of His house. Our 3
brothers and sisters experienced
God’s faithfulness, grace and
provision firsthand.

In this faith journey, there were
those among us who were not
likeminded. © We  experienced
attacks from the evil one as well.
But one morning, as | awoke, my
mind was filled with the images of
Joshua and the Israelites crossing
the River Jordon. They were con-
flicted and their faith was tested. But as the priests who were
carrying the ark of the covenant set foot in the river, the water
flowing downstream was cut off and stood in a heap up-
stream. The people were then able to cross it safely on dry
ground and into the “land flowing with milk and honey.” These
images convinced me that all we needed to do was to have the
faith to move forward.




The Lord Provided

In the following three weeks, God moved the brothers and
sisters in the church to give sacri-
ficially. By the final week of the
closing of the escrow, our build-
| ing fund stood at $97,000 - the
| $30,000 we needed was raised in
less than a month! Considering

We were also grateful to Josh
and his mom, Caroll. They pro-
vided their services to us free of
charge. And because it was 3;/ }'WM
private sale, the seller did not [JS8s==s
pay Caroll any commission for [
the sale either.
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Malachi 3:12 says, “Then all the
& nations will call you blessed, for
yours will be a delightful land,”
2 says the Lord Almighty.” This
\ piece of land and the building to
be built on it would forever be a
memorial to witness to the
grace, the faithfulness and the
love of our Lord and a testimony that the Chinese community
in Hattiesburg is indeed a blessed people.

We learned afterwards that another offer that was $2,000
above the asking price was submitted to the seller. But be-
cause he had accepted our offer first, he allowed our deacons
additional time to meet and discuss until they were ready to
sign the contract. Praise God!

We Needed Another Miracle

Following the signing of our purchase
agreement, we submitted applica-
tions to the Lamar County for a
change of use and approval of our
building plans. A public hearing was
held on June 13, 2017. There were |
some opposition from our neighbors.
We praise God that all five members
of the Planning Commission unanimously approved our appli-
cation. In the Board of District Supervisors meeting on July 5,
2017, the District Supervisors voted 5 to 0 to affirm the Plan-
ning Commissioners’ decision. We thank God for His guid-
ance and grace.

Building the Building

On November 2017, we started to clear the land. In February,
our mother church gave us a gift of $10,000. On March 25

2018, we broke ground and then
we prepped the ground and laid
, the foundation. By mid-May, we
4ﬁnished three walls and the
f roof, and installed windows.
Between August 2018 and Janu-
ary 2019, members of the
church spent many hours in the
: : indoor and outdoor construc-
tion. Local businesses pitched in by giving us heavy discounts
for their services or donated them to us. A friend of a friend
donated pews and the Crosspoint Community Church donated
150 chairs. On February 2019, brothers and sisters from the
Chinese Christian Church of Greater Jackson and volunteers
from Massachusetts, Michigan and Wisconsin led by a Hatties-
burg area Habitat for Humanity
construction manager assisted
us in painting the building, doing
the flooring, setting up fences
and putting the finishing touch-
es. On May 5, we held our first
worship in the new building. On
June 1, 2019, we dedicated our
new building to the glory of God!
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From conception to completion,
we experienced the grace of God
and the love of our community.
It is our desire that our new facili-
ty could be used by God to draw
people to Himself, as we lift up
Christ and as we preach Him in
word and deed. All glory to God!

Rev. Dawson Zhang is the Pastor of the Hattiesburg Chinese Christian
Church and hails from Hubei, China. He is a graduate in Computer Sci-
ence. He became a believer in Jesus Christ in 1999 and felt called to the
ministry in 2001. He graduated from the Moody Theological Seminary
in 2011 with an M.Div. degree and planted the HCCC in 2012.
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Save the Date

21st Biennial Conference < 40th Anniversary
Theme: “Be Strong” (11 Timothy 2:1)

Date: September 29 to October 2 2020

Venue: Crosspoint Church of Silicon Valley,
Milpitas, California

Airport to Fly Into: SJC San Jose International
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