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The First Wives of Ministers Retreat

Forty wives of Chinese Baptist ministers met in the San
Francisco Bay Area, September 26-28 2019, to attend the
First Wives of Ministers
Retreat. Excitement
filled the air as they
gathered at the Four Star
San Francisco Marriott |
Waterfront Hotel in
Burlingame, California
for their two-nights
three-days break from
ministry. They came
from all over — Anaheim CA, Berkeley CA, Chicago IL, El
Monte CA, Fremont CA, Hattiesburg MS, Honolulu HI, Hou-
ston TX, Irvine CA, Los Angeles CA, Milpitas CA, Minneapolis
MN, Phoenix AZ, Salt Lake City UT, San Jose CA, San Francis-
co CA, Seattle WA, Tulsa OK, and Vancouver CN.

This first retreat was organized in
collaboration with the Northern
California Chinese Baptist Associ-
ation and together, with some
fund raising, provided the funds
needed to bankroll it with non-
local participants paying just their
airfare to attend. Some received
scholarships for their fares.

Speakers at the Retreat included Senior Clinical Re-
search Coordinator and Dermatology Nurse sister Jas-
mine Leung, Clinical Psychologist Dr. Catherine Kot,
Retreat Co-Organizer Mrs. Kate Leong, President of the
Northern California Chinese -
Baptist Association Rev. An-
drew Wu , and our Executive
Director Rev. Amos Lee.

The Chinese Baptist Fellow-
ship views this ministry as
key to caring and support for ministers and their fami-
lies who serve in our churches. It is through gatherings
such as this and many more that serve to affirm and
encourage a special group of ministers who serve faith-
fully alongside their minister
*_ -husbands week after week
with minimal or no recogni-
tion of their role in ministry.

The event brings into focus
what collaborations be-
tween regional Chinese Bap-
tist Associations and the Chinese Baptist Fellowship can
look like and accomplish for the greater good of the
Chinese Baptist family in North America. It helps re-
gional Associations with
resources to “think and do
kingdom”, reaching out
and blessing those who
have needs. It fosters a
unity of spirit in doing the
Lord’s work in “...spurring
one anotheroninloveand * !
good works.” (Hebrews 10:24)

We are Better Together!




My Take:

“l am elated to a part of the Wives of Ministers Retreat. |
have gained much from it. The activities enabled me to
meet new friends and to reconnect with my old pals. We
shared about our joys, concerns, burdens and the heavy
responsibilies of caring for our families. Although we come
from different places and with different backgrounds, | am
amazed that we could candidly share with each other and
feel encouraged. On our first evening together, | was sitting
with another sister and she shared about how she was deal-
ing with a family member who has cancer and the need for
treatment and the feeling of helplessness. | could empathize
with her because | went through the same experience the
last five years. | am still having to deal with a family mem-
ber’s course of treatment. Another sister shared with me
some tips about taking care of myself. | learned a lot from
her.

| also had the opportunity to relate with some wives of our
church planters. From them | learned about submission,
humility and trusting God completely. My encounters with
them helped me to refresh my memories of my time with
my late husband when we memorized scripture together.
“For | know of the plans | have for you ... plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a fu-
ture.” (Jeremiah 29:11)”

Mrs. Anita Choy ( Chinese Baptist Church Honolulu)

“Thank-you Chinese Baptist Fellowship for your care and
support. Thank-you Pastors for your encouragement. Thank
you Mrs. Kate and Mrs. Sarah for all the arrangements that
allowed us to have such a memorable Retreat to get to
know each other and support one another that go a long
way to reduce stress and overcome depression. | have
learned much from those | have met, especially the humor
of Mrs. Kate, the humility of Mrs. Sarah and care given by
my Group Leader Mrs. Rita.”

Mrs. Rebecca Kwo (Faith Hope Love Chinese Baptist Church)

“First of all, | want to thank God for allowing me to be a part
of this Retreat and also to serve as a Group Leader. | have
learned much from it. The organizers have arranged for us to
stay at a comfortable hotel, provided us with scrumptious
meals, and the schedule was light and relaxing. It was a
stressless environment for us to learn and to share.

Although | am a Group Leader, through the sharing of the
different wives of ministers, | have learned so much about
the love and the grace of God that had enabled them to over-
come problems and hardships. All of us were deeply touched.
May we come to know more about this God who loves us so
much that we too can come to trust Him to provide us with
His grace and strength to help our minister-husbands to face
the unknown together. We will then become their “backup
force” so that they would not have anything to worry about
in ministry.”

Mrs. Rita Ho Lee (Vancouver Chinese Baptist Church)

“... Thank God that | am able to attend the Retreat. | have
really learned a lot. Twelve years ago, when | assumed the
role of a wife of a minister, | had no idea what it was all
about until after | attended this Retreat. | am thankful for the
sharing of the more senior wives of ministers whose life ex-
periences and life examples have encouraged me. They are
like “a great cloud of witnesses” surrounding me and urging
me on. | am willing! May God’s name be glorified!

Mrs. Owen Koon (Sharon Chinese Baptist Church)

“...1am deeply blessed and encouraged listening to the shar-
ing by the elderly wives of ministers of their struggles in min-
istry and how God took care of His maid servants. May the
love and grace of Christ encourage us as we move forward
until we see Christ face to face. All glory to God!”

Mrs. Dawson Zhang (Hattiesburg Chinese Christian Church)
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