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In Loving Memory of Mrs. Frances Wong
Rev. Peter Leong

| repented of my sins, became a believer and was baptized into the fellowship of the Seremban
Baptist Church in Malaysia on October 25, 1960. In 1961, | met the Rev. Paul Wong through the
introduction of Rev. James Wong in 1961 at the Kuala Lumpur Baptist Church. Rev. Paul Wong was
invited by the Malaysia-Singapore Baptist Convention as a speaker in their Revival Meetings.

In 1962, | responded to the call of God on my life. The following year, through the recommenda-
tion of Rev. John Lo, | became a student at the Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary. | remem-
bered vividly the day | arrived in Hong Kong when | was invited to lunch with Rev. James Wong,
Rev. John Lo, Rev. Chung Wong and Rev. Paul Wong at the Dragon Phoenix Restaurant on Nathan
Road in Kowloon. It was there that | renewed my acquaintance with the Rev. Paul Wong.

At the Seminary, Rev. Paul Wong was my instructor on the “Book of Colossians”. | benefited much
from his teaching. In 1970. when | graduated from the Seminary, | was called to serve as a minister
at the Taipo Baptist Church. It was at the Women’s Missionary Union there that | got to know Mrs.
Frances Wong, his wife.

This afternoon, as the minister in charge of her Memorial Service, my heart is filled with fond mem-
ories and thanksgiving. The Lord really took good care of Mrs. Frances Wong as the Psalmist in
90:10 relates: “Our days may come to seventy years, or eighty, if our strength endures; yet the best
of them are but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away.” Mrs. Frances Wong
lived to be 94. What graciousness and goodness, indeed!

He name, “Frances” comes from the Latin which means ‘uprightness”, “trustworthiness” and
“faithfulness”. In the 50 years | have known her, | can attest that she is all that and more as she
serves shoulder to shoulder with her husband in the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Using her name as the acronym, let me describe her:

F—First Things First! Matthew 6:33 is her life verse: “But seek first his kingdom and his righteous-
ness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” Frances repented of her sins, trusted the
Lord as her Savior, received the gift of salvation and followed the Lord from her youth—a worthy
example for all of us to emulate.

R—Relying on God. Proverbs 3:5-6 looms large in her life. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your
paths straight.” In my association with her and from her sharing, | came to know that ever since
she and Rev. Paul Wong married in 1956, she stepped up into the role of co-shepherding the flock
with him and went through many challenges and crises together. She helped me see that as a serv-
ant of God, if | would trust the Lord completely, He would lead and He would bless.

A—Appreciating Everything She Had. Philippians 4:11-13 “l am not saying this because | am in
need, for | have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. | know what it is to be in need,
and | know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the secret of being content in any and every



situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. | can do all this through
him who gives me strength.”

Serving together with Rev. Paul Wong, whether it was the church in Hong Kong; the time when
Rev. Wong was studying for the Ph.D. at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville,
KY; the church at Memphis, TN., or promoting the ministry and serving as the first Executive Direc-
tor of the Chinese Baptist Fellowship of the US and Canada and even after retirement, encounter-
ing all sorts of situations, Frances was always by his side remaining steadfast in faith and serving
together without complaining or murmuring. For these, | take my hat off to her!

N—Nuturing God’s Servants. | recalled the encouragement the Apostle Paul gave to young Timo-
thy in Il Timothy 2:1 “You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” In 1985, |
was called to serve at a church in Houston. One fine day in December of that year, | received a
call from Frances. She had called to wish me "Happy Birthday!” She even said that if | ever need-
ed anything, | could let her know and she would do whatever she could to help. And she conclud-
ed by saying, “May the Lord be with you and bless you and your family.” How precious! | found
out that she not wished me “Happy Birthday!” on my birthday, she would do the same for all the
Baptist co-workers in the US and Canada, caring for them, supporting them and praying for them.
Her gesture reminded me to care for my flock and to pray for them on their birthdays. Thank you
Frances!

C—Christ-Centeredness and Following in His Steps. Galatians 1:4 “(Jesus Christ) who gave him-
self for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Fa-
ther,..” Philippians 2:5 “In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ
Jesus:” Whenever | have the opportunity to chill with her, she would encourage me by reminding
me to have Christ as my center and the heart of Christ in everything | do. Only then would God
be glorified, believers edified, the church built up and those around me come to know the Lord.

E—Eagerness to Serve. Il Timothy 4:2 “Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of sea-
son; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.” When | was
serving at the Chinese Baptist Fellowship of the US and Canada, | would make frequent trips to
Milpitas, California and visit Frances. Without fail, she would arrange for me to preach at the
Christian Fellowship at her Senior Housing facility. She and another minister’s wife, Mrs. Loh.
were responsible for leading the music and providing the piano accompaniment. How | wish |
could have such passion and zeal for the Lord at her age?

S—Singing is Her Favorite Hobby. Psalm 89:1 “I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my
mouth | will make your faithfulness known through all generations.” Frances had many interests,
but singing hymns is her passion whether in Hong Kong or in the United States. Once, when she
was on a tour of the holy land, and we were visiting the tomb where Jesus had laid. She burst out
singing, “Amazing Grace” and “At the Cross, At the Cross”. We were amazed and greatly moved.
She helped us reflect more deeply the sacrifice of our Lord had made for us.

We are here to remember Mrs. Frances Wong. She had rested from her labor. The Book of He-
brews 11:4 says: “...by faith ... (he) ... still speaks, even though he is dead.” Mrs. Francis Wong,
We love you. We will always remember your life as a powerful witness for our Lord and we are
honored to have known you!

*  Rev. Peter Leong is an Advisor of the Chinese Baptist Fellowship of the US and Canada



