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Church Planting Ministry in Montgomery, Alabama

Rev. Dawson Zhang
(Translated by Rev. Anselm Siao)

Three years ago, the Rev. Jeremy Sin commented on the fact that not a single = ¥
Chinese Baptist church existed in the State of Alabama, and if the state capital .
of Montgomery would have such a church, it could serve as the impetus for
church-planting ministries in the neighboring vicinities. | was quite “shaken g
up” by the comment, since at the time, our church planting and shepherding
efforts at Hattiesburg, MS, had become matured and stable, seemingly with-
out much new challenges in the days ahead. | felt | should not be too compla- &
cent, or content with the status quo, and “loitering” all day, but should do
more for the Kingdom. | then went online to do some more searching, and
found that in addition to Montgomery, the surrounding cities of Auburn and Tuscaloosa had only Chinese Chris-
tian fellowships or Bible study groups, and indeed without a single autonomous Chinese church.

It then dawned on me that | should pursue church-planting in Montgomery. Pastor
~ Sin provided a connection in the person of Neal Hughes, the enthusiastic Director
11 of Missions of Montgomery Baptist Association. Neal was particularly burdened
L1 with ministering to the local ethnic Chinese population. He told me, via emails, that
he had long prayed for a Chinese church in Montgomery. We finally arranged to
meet. | found him easy-going, energetic and enthusiastic.

With Neal’s wide relationship network, | got to know several Chinese Christian col-
leagues in the area. And from them, | learned that there were about 1,000 ethnic
Chinese in Montgomery, originally from Southeast Asia, Taiwan, Hong Kong and
mainland China. Among them were college professors, retail entrepreneurs, res-
taurant owners/workers, and some retirees. In-

g deed, about a decade ago there was an autono- |
mous Chinese church, which was later disbanded
and split into two groups due to various issues. §
One was called AUM (Auburn University Mont- i
gomery) Christian Campus Fellowship, and the
other was referred to simply as Chinese Ministry of Frazer United Methodist
Church. Evidently, the two groups had not communicated with each other
since.
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Through Neal’s assistance, | was able to “connect” with the leadership of the
two respectlve groups It was agreed that | would join the Bible-study group on

bridge, | was able to gradually enhance mutual trust and acceptance of the two
sides to the extent that they were both willing to restart a church together, & ‘
achieving unity in Christ. They then began searching for a suitable meeting ven- ==
ue among the Caucasian churches. In the meantime, Neal helped arranged a
temporary location at the Baptist Student Center of the AUM Campus, but it
had no Sunday School classrooms, and was deficient in audio equipment.
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In the second half of 2019, while lunching with Neal in a restaurant, we talked
about Montgomery’s Pike Road district where many ethnic Chinese lived. Neal
then recalled a century-old building owned by a defunct Caucasian church,
with a vacant mission house right next door. Though both had not been used
for more than a decade, with inside facilities, wall paint, lightings, and carpets
in great disrepair and needing substantial renovation and cleaning before be-
coming usable again, we knew we had found a building for our new church!

The original plan was to open the new church on Easter Sunday 2020, in-
viting Pastors Amos Lee of the Chinese Baptist Fellowship and Jeremy Sin of ©
NAMB as honored guests for the opening ceremony. However, the outbreak " *
of COVID-19 changed all activities to the online, virtual format but it provid-
ed sufficient time for us to do all the necessary repairs and remodeling work
on the two buildings, including a complete repainting of the wall and ceiling,
replacing the old carpets with new floorings, and installing new lighting. At
the end of 2020, | moved my family from Hattiesburg to Montgomery.

We resumed in-person meetings in September 2020, and were thankful to have no confirmed cases of COVID 19
among our people. Praise the Lord, we have been growing steadily through visitation and caregiving, meeting
some of the people’s needs, and getting to know others so as to share the faith and the Gospel with them. May
the Lord’s name be uplifted and exalted, Amen!

Please pray for the Zhangs as they minister in Montgomery:

1. They will be homeschooling their two children (11 and 14) in the new school year. Pray for
wisdom and patience to be able to do a good job at it and helping them to grow in the Lord.

2. Pray for some members of his congregation that they will move beyond their past hurts in
their former association with each other and to look forward to a new beginning and glorify
the Lord in this new church.

Rev. Dawson Zhang hails from Hubei, China and has a degree in Computer Science. He became a
believer in Jesus Christ in 1999 and felt called to the ministry in 2002. He graduated from the
Moody Theological Seminary in 2011 with an M.Div. degree and planted the Hattiesburg Chinese |

Christian Church in 2012. and now, the Montgomery Chinese Christian Church in 2020. ‘
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