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The First Leadership Summit 2023
Sowing Seeds for Transformation

Come September 18-22, 2023, more than 200 pastors, church leaders, brothers and sisters from Chinese Baptist churches
from all over the US and Canada will gather on board the cruise ship Carnival Radiance sailing from Long Beach California
heading for Ensenada, Mexico with a stop at Catalina Island for the Chinese Baptist Fellowship’s first Leadership Summit.
(The Summit)

The idea of the Summit came as the new leadership of the Fellowship met right after the 21 Biennial Conference and felt
that Chinese Baptists should come together more often to fellowship with one another and encourage each other more
than just once every two years. It would also be an opportunity for all of us to be equipped to engage in the many issues
pastors and churches face in their ministry, and especially when ministries in churches were negatively impacted by a three
-year long pandemic and pastors and church leaders having to encounter unprecedented challenges that tested and contin-
ue to test the very core of their being as ministers and the foundation of the fruits of their faith and faithfulness was built!
Such Summits are planned to be held during off years of our Biennial Conferences in different parts of North America.

This Summit will have two separate tracks — Mandarin and English - under a common theme - “Sowing Seeds for Transfor-
mation”. Each track will address issues that are relevant and crucial to the ministry of ministers and churches unique to
each language group. We have put together a team of experienced pastors and professionals in their field to help us in
those areas through the workshops they will lead. Our goal for these workshops is to help participants visualize the way
forward for churches in uncharted waters, post pandemic, that enable their ministry to grow and thrive.

The keynote speaker for the English track is Rev. Port Wilburn, Executive Director of Missions for the Bridges Bay Area As-
sociation, a network of 200 churches throughout four San Francisco Bay Area Counties. He and his wife were also instru-
mental in replanting an Anglo church in the region to become a thriving cross generational and multiethnic church.

The keynote speaker for the Mandarin track is Rev. Benny Wong, the immediate past President of CBF and the Senior Pas-
tor of the First Chinese Baptist Church Los Angeles where he had served for 30 years. He is also the newly appointed Direc-
tor of the Chinese English Bilingual (CEB) Program and Professor of Leadership Formation at Gateway Seminary.
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Workshops and Workshop Leaders include the following:
English Track:

e Reaching Generation Z — Rev. Nate Parrow is an IMB missionary serving as the West Region Church and NextGen Mobi-
lization Strategist with a passion for reaching out to NextGeners.

e Racial Reconciliation — Pastor Port Wilburn, Executive Director for Bridges Bay Area Association, a network of 200
churches throughout four San Francisco Bay Area Counties.

e A Guide to Navigating the Rainbow 2.023 — Mrs. Marshelle Wilburn uses her gifts and talents in administration and
teaching and serves alongside Port as Systems and Operations Administrator

e  “Moving from "l to We". Is it possible?” — Brother John Blake, founder, and president of “I to We”, a ministry focused
on creating unity in the Body of Christ. He led such consultations with churches the world over.

e  Building Bridges through Shared History — Husband and wife team, Baldwin and Larissa Chiu, are musicians and film
makers of the acclaimed documentary “Far East Deep South” which was billed as the “Best of 2021 on PBS”.

Mandarin Track:

e Healthy Intergenerational Ministry — Pastor William Eng, Retired Pastor of Orange County Chinese Baptist Church and a
Vice President of the Fellowship and the lead member of the English/NextGen Ministry team.

e Healthy Leaders, Healthy Churches — Rev. Brent Hoover, Senior Consultant, “LeaderSource”

e Building Healthy Team Relationships — Husband and wife team, Dr. Harry and Nancy Liu, President of “Love and Conflict
Peacemaking Ministries”

e Emotional Effectiveness of Pastoral Leadership and Management — Dr. Melvin Wong, California Licensed Clinical Psy-
chologist with 34 years of experience in the field.

e Healthy Financial Provision — Rev. Hoon Im, Relationship Manager for GuideStone Financial Services with many years of
experience in helping pastors to financially prepare for their retirement.

While we expect churches to be able to fund their pastors to attend the Summit, scholarships and stipends are available to
help those whose churches are not able to do so. In order churches to send those from within their congregations who are
actively serving in their churches and feel inclined to the call to the vocational ministry (especially those in the English
speaking ministry) and on the recommendation of their pastor or in the absence of a pastor, the church.. More details can
be found on our website: https://chinesebaptists.org/leadership-summit-2023-g-a/ Participants have to book the cruise
through CBF online in order to qualify for the scholarships and stipends. The Northern California Chinese Baptist Association
will provide a stipend of $100 for pastors serving in member churches and each of their immediate family members who
attend the Summit.

We thank God for the Southern California Chinese Baptist Association for fully supporting this event by providing the Steer-
ing Committee to plan and making the local arrangements and onboard the cruise liner to help us host this event.

Although the early bird registration for Summit has expired, we are still accepting registration for the Summit. Please go
online to https://chinese Baptists.org to register, book the cruise and pay online. If you have any questions about the event,
please contact Mrs. Sylvia Chan, our administrator via text: 626-297-7156 or email her at: sylvia.chan@cbfusacanada.org
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