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The Beginning of Beacon Community Church

Rev. Martin Chan

Beacon Community Church (BCC) was officially launch on January 22, 2023 after a three-week soft opening. As
we look back on this year-long journey of grace, we can only give thanks and praise to God for His amazing
work, sufficient provision, and precise timing. He is our Lord and the head of our church. To God be the glory!

The birth of the church was due to several factors: In the first place, our mother church, the Chinese Baptist
Church of Central Orange County (CBCCOC) in Irvine, California, was a church planted in 1993 when the senior
pastor and a group of brothers and sisters of the Chinese Baptist Church of Orange County in Anaheim. There-
fore, CBCCOC has church planting in her genes. In the second place, over the years, the church (CBCCOC) grew
to more than 600 members. With that numerical growth, the church encountered challenges in adequate space
and parking. In the third place, we noticed that more and more Cantonese speaking people have moved to the
nearby cities of South Orange County, yet there was no Cantonese speaking church there. At the beginning of
2021, the pastoral staff began praying for a church to be planted in that area and that God would call us to go
for Him.

After many months of prayer and basic training for planting a church, my family and | felt called of the Lord to
embark on this church planting ministry for Him. We started our vision sharing in January 2022, and six families
were willing to join us in becoming a part of the exploratory team. We started gathering information, looking
for a place to meet, and in the end the Lord provided a great location for us. It was all by His grace! We started
out hoping to rent some church space in the Lake Forest area, but we did not get any response from the church-
es. Then we asked a few schools and they either had parking problems or not enough space for us to use.




Finally, we tried to rent a business unit but the door was closed. But we know God's way is always higher
than ours. We kept praying for a place to meet, and then we found a commercial suite in a neighboring city,
which was smaller than our envisaged need, and we had a long negotiation with the landlord about the rent.
At the same time, we were facing lots of challenges getting the conditional use permit from the city; and, all
the worship furniture was on back order. We really didn’t know when we could launch the church.

But God had already prepared a place for us in Mission Viejo. It so happened that the Gate Christian Bible
Church was trying to sub-lease their facilities and was even willing to move their service time up an hour so
that we could start ours at 10:30 am! Since this was already a church, they had the conditional use permit,
the space was almost double the size of our previous one, and the worship furniture was already in place. So
all the problems that were bothering us were solved all at once! In addition, the church is also a member of
the Southern Baptist Convention, which meant we had no conflict with their beliefs and doctrines. God's way
was truly wonderful!

Be the Light! This is our tagline for Beacon Church. Our mission statement is: “Bringing the light of Christ
into communities by sharing Christ’s gospel and love to the people of all ages, backgrounds, and cultures.”
Our five core values are: 1) Share the Gospel; 2) Connect Together as a Community; 3) Serve our Neighbors;
4) Develop Followers of Jesus Christ; 5) Multiply by Engaging in Missions. We are a church that wants to reach
out to people and spread the love of Christ through local services.

We started with 20 families in this ministry. We currently have more than 120 people in our Cantonese and
English services each Sunday. In 2024, we will continue to focus on sharing the Gospel and missions. Praise
the Lord, we had 3 baptisms in the past year and 6 brothers and sisters were added to the church. With the
growth in numbers, we are also facing the challenge of not having enough space for our Sunday School clas-
ses. Our lease with the Gate Christian Bible Church ends in June 2024. As in the past, we will look to the Lord
for his provision and leading.

Please pray for us and with us that we can continue to bring glory to God and may the Gospel be spread
throughout South Orange County!

A graduate of Gateway Seminary, Rev. Martin Chan had
served as the Cantonese/English Minister at the Chinese
Baptist Church of Central Orange County since 2018.
Affirming his call to plant a church, the church ordained
B and commissioned him in 2022 to start the Beacon Com-
munity Church in Mission Viejo, California.

Beacon Community Church
23456 Madero, Suite 160
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
pastormartin@mybeacon.church
http://mybeacon.church

Sunday English Worship : 10:30 am
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