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The Story of Ecclesia Beyond Sugarland

Minister Sue Tan
The Ecclesia Beyond Houston

On May 10, 2020, at the height of the global pandemic, Pastor Peter and several staff members began online
worship services, to strengthen the brothers and sisters who were unable to meet in person. Due to the need
for pastoral care of those attending, the need for a church was evident, and the online Ecclesia Beyond was
born. The vision of the church was "Networking Churches and Churches Networking." As the pandemic waned
and through God’s leading, the co-workers of the church began online and in person services on February 1,
2022, in Houston Chinatown. Since its establishment, the church has grown from a solitary Saturday worship
service to become a full-fledged church.

The Beginning of the Ecclesia Beyond Sugarland

In January 2023, the church saw the density of the Chinese population in Sugarland and vicinity and the need for
planting a church there, centered on preaching the gospel and impacting the culture of the city and community.
The Houston church began the first Ecclesia Beyond Sugarland Worship Service on February 12, 2023 at a res-
taurant — the Juicy Seafood Buffet; on December 2023, sister Sue Tan was called to serve as the church planter.

Clarity of the Call to Plant a Church

Minister Sue came to faith in Christ in 2003 while attending law school in the United States. After becoming a
believer, the Lord spoke to her through an altar call of a pastor who said, "If you do not want to be a lawyer or a
judge, someone else would do it. But if you do not go preach the kingdom of God, who would do it?" The fol-
lowing year, she returned to the city where
she had lived before coming to the States,
preaching the Gospel and planting a house
church there. For that, she experienced what
it was like, transitioning from being an attor-
ney to being a prisoner. She spent 30 days in
prison, but that encounter allowed her to ex-
perience God's presence and protection,
which incidentally affirmed her calling from
the Lord. Minister Sue was led by the Lord to
Houston in early 2023, and at the end of that
year, the Houston church commissioned her
to lead the church plant in Sugarland.




The Leading of the Lord

1. The Kingdom Connection: Through raising funds for the church planting ministry, we made connections with
other like-minded churches and those contacts caused us to firmly believe that church planting is a ministry
of the kingdom. We visited churches to share our vision so that they can have a part in the good things that
God is doing and building up His Body.

2. Involvement of Coworkers: God has prepared sisters who love souls and have the ability to serve this small
church together as coworkers.

3. Serving Together in the Lord: In addition to the pulpit ministry, we also connected with Christian organiza-
tions to lead the training of "The World Needs Fathers" and "Peace Messengers" to help believers build fami-
lies with a biblical foundation and a culture of harmony.

4. Music Evangelism: During Christmas, the church used praise music and personal evangelism to share the
Gospel with their neighbors.

5. Saturation Prayer: Houston is a great city. We pray for it and are grateful to God for the many churches and
people init; grateful for its orderly operation; and, praying for the many people in this city who have broken
lives and who do not yet know Christ.

Vision, Mission, and Need

Vision:

The vision of Ecclesia Beyond Church in Sugar
land is to become a hub for a network of church-
es that preaches the transformational gospel,
lives out the testimony of Christ, impacts the |

city, and multiplies churches. (%
Mission:

1. Equip believers to become messengers of peace and lead people to be reconciled with God.
2. Make disciples to live out the gospel in the family, workplace and community.
3. Cultivate leaders to establish churches in the city and community.

Needs:

The Tabernacle and the Temple were never built by just one person. Moses and David shared the vision with the
people; the Holy Spirit stirred their hearts; and, all of them willingly gave to build God's dwelling place together.

: Likewise today, as we build God's dwelling place in
southwestern Houston at a place called Sugarland, we
also need the support of the whole body.

Ecclesia Beyond Sugarland needs the prayer, financial ,
i and moral support of churches to send disciples of
Christ to preach the Gospel of the kingdom!
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B> We meet every Sunday for worship and fellowship at
| 4645 Highway 6, Sugarland, Texas at 10:30 am through
12:00 Noon. Remember us in your prayers.
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